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have been refused admittance to the shelves of a serious library,
and would probably have been sold as waste-paper.
Some of the "trash" published in the Tudor and Stuart reigns
is now almost priceless. Yet Sir Thomas Bodley, a contemporary
of Shakespeare and an ardent bibliophile, called Shakespeare's
works "baggage-bookes" and refused them admittance to his
Library.1 Macray relates2 the almost incredible story of how a
copy of Milton's Poems both English and Latin, 1645, and a volume
of political and polemical tracts, both lengthily inscribed and
presented to the Bodleian by the poet himself, were once in very
grave danger of being discarded by one of the earlier officials, a
Dr Hudson, who thought the books might be given away without
detriment to the Library. The book-selection committees of
Oxford and Cambridge Universities, during the period 1814-
17, rejected as worthless many publications of much literary
and (now) pecuniary value.3 It is also recorded that a certain
chairman of one of the Library Syndicates at Cambridge Uni-
versity actually objected to the purchase of some important
romantic works, claiming that there were "novels enough in the
library already."4
It is a sobering thought that many a book and pamphlet
seen offered for a few pence on the first book-stall en-
countered may be worth hundreds of pounds centuries hence.
Many interesting and useful works have been rescued from
oblivion solely because one copy, in some cases the only known
copy in existence, has been found in a copyright library, and
from this copy others have been reprinted. Two classic examples
are Roger North's Discourse on Trade and Vicesimus Knox's
Spirit of Despotism* Two recent examples are A. E. Housman's
Introductory Lecture* and T, F. Powys's An Interpretation of
Genesis J History proves conclusively that many an apparently
trivial publication often contains some information unobtain-
1 See post, p. 292.
*  W. D. Macray, Annals of the Bodleian Library, 1890, pp. 56-7.
s See post, p. 73.
*  G* W* Prothero, Memoir of Henry Bradshmc, 1888, p. 60.
5  J. H. Burton, The book hunter, 1889, pp. 196-7.
6  First privately printed in 1892, and privately reprinted by Messrs Carter
and Sparrow in 1933.
7  One hundred copies were first printed fn 1908, of which number fifty
were destroyed; the only known surviving copy of this first printing is in thie
author's possession. The book was republished in 1929.